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Readers' travel tips

Watersports, biking and island escapes: readers’
favourite family holidays
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& Prefer the Guardian on Google
The beauty of Italy’s Lake Garda
Lake Garda gave us one of the most memorable and unexpected family holidays yet.
We hired a car and headed from Milan to Unesco-listed Peschiera del Garda and the
family-focused apartment we found on Airbnb. A gentle 15-minute walk to the
lakeside restaurants and gelaterias, this was the perfect base for exploring the
beautiful town. Special mentions go to: Gelateria la Romana, with its wonderful ice-
cream; the boat trip to Sirmione, an old town with thermal springs on a narrow
peninsula; and, further up the lake, picturesque Malcesine and the cable car to the
top of Monte Baldo to watch paragliders and to take in the amazing views.
Alex
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Scandi simplicity in the Aland Islands
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bigger than a market town and easy to explore with kids. People mostly speak
Swedish, although the islands are an autonomous region of Finland. There are not a
lot of “attractions”, but if you want to get back to nature without the crowds and
enjoy Scandi simplicity and unrushed time with the family, this is the perfect place.
Cabins and ferries can be booked at visitaland.com.

Martha Fogg

Something for all generations in Brittany

O Bénodet in Brittany. Photograph: Didier Zylberyng/Alamy

Last summer I piled eight people from four generations of my family into a
campervan and crossed from Portsmouth to Saint-Malo, an affordable and fun way
to get a large group to the beaches of Brittany. We headed to Bénodet, which is
warmer than Cornwall but not as stiflingly hot as the Med, so the kids didn’t get
irritable and the grandparents didn’t grumble. At Port de Plaisance campsite, we
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O Es Grau in Menorca. Photograph: Davide Bonaldo/Alamy

A friend told us about Es Grau in Menorca, and he wasn’t joking when he warned
that there was nothing to do. But the village has its own beat, and by day two we had
settled into the local routine. When we weren’t eating or sleeping, we were
kayaking, sea swimming and playing soccer with the kids on the municipal pitch.
We had hired a car but hardly used it.

Kieran

A Devon dinghy holiday

This is what we're up against

Continue —

( Maybe later >




— T, = S
- e W - T —

O Salcombe in Devon. Photograph: Chunyip Wong/Getty Images

Sailing is a fantastic and diverse sport, with the skills learned laying foundations for
a lifetime. Our children gained tremendous experience as young teenagers and
returned for years to dinghy courses in Salcombe, Devon. They loved their summers
of fun learning so much they graduated to Royal Yachting Association instructor
level. Both became Atlantic sailors later! Tenacity and perseverance in all weather
are qualities that other family adventures can’t touch. We loved sailing with them,
too.

David Innes-Wilkin
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O Bluestone national park resort in Pembrokeshire. Photograph: Keith Morris/Alamy

Bluestone national park resort in Pembrokeshire is a firm favourite with my family.
We went in May this year and booked four bedrooms for four nights for £540.
There’s a brilliant pool and a mixture of indoor and outdoor fun, including zip lines
and guided ebiking in the woods, perfect for our two young boys. There were lovely
forest walks and soft play areas. We also enjoyed the golf buggies in which we
whizzed between the well-maintained lodge and activities.

Abby Samuel

Winning tip: family heaven in the Netherlands
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O A miniature marvel ... Madurodam in The Hague. Photograph: Alamy

Holidays in the Netherlands have impeccable family-friendly credentials. Our young
family loved Madurodam, a miniature version of the Netherlands in The Hague,
which has buttons galore for tiny fingers to work bridges, trucks and boats. The
railway museum in Utrecht is the best of its kind, with a VR train ride and an actual
rollercoaster (there are vintage trains too). We ended with a visit to Linnaeushof,
one of Europe’s largest playgrounds, near Haarlem, for a day of self-powered rides
and slides. Not to forget the joys of city trams and pancake restaurants. Family
heaven.

Morag

(9 coolstays

This is what we're up against

Continue —

( Maybe later >




Most viewed

This is what we're up against

Continue —

( Maybe later




